
The book is also relevant in the contemporary post-pandemic world. The individual 
and communal trauma wrought by Covid and the glimpse of  dystopia that it provided 

modernism is still a valid movement for artists in the post-1990s world, a contention that now 
needs to be discussed in light of  recent events. The study of  art history is not a static process 
of  discovering, documenting, interpreting, evaluating, and presenting art for appreciation. 
Instead, it is the study of  the direction of  a movement, of  its changing currents, and of  its 
potential future. Interpreting Modernism in Korean Art poses urgent questions at a critical point 

and what lies ahead. 
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When I was invited to review this book, I was in the process of  designing a new course 

Professor Park at the 

introduction (pp. 1–15)

, chaeya, and postmodern), Park is careful to note 

(p. 6). This sets the stage for Park’s informative summary of  the archaeologic, genetic, and 

period (918–1392), the early modern era (1392–1864), and the late modern era (1864–2020). 

context and to highlight the centrality of  patrilineal genealogies in the historical processes 
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the concept of  the “charter state” that Victor Lieberman has used for mainland Southeast 
1

it (pp. 87–88). The early post-classical period (Chapter 4) shares much with the classical 
period, while the late post-classical period (Chapter 5) exhibits changes that herald future 

having a family shrine as a sign of  Neo-Confucianism’s rise as a guiding ideology, “arguably 

Part III (Chapters 6–8) is the strongest section of  the book, hardly a surprise given Park’s 

economic, and cultural developments over three chapters dedicated to early (1392–1567), 

transition to the late modern period, the topic of  Part IV (Chapters 9–14), is much smoother 

political turmoil and the breakdown of  the hereditary status system from 1864 to 1910, 
whereas Chapter 10 gives a balanced account of  dramatic socioeconomic changes during 

1945 to 2000, highlighting ideological and developmental divergences as well as common 

discussing contemporary events all the way up to 2020. 

and a section on social and cultural developments, every chapter follows the same format: a 

1 Victor Lieberman, Strange Parallels: Southeast Asia in Global Context, c. 800–1830, Volume 1: Integration on the 
Mainland (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003).
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section on politics, a section on economy, a section on society, and a section on culture. My 
rough calculation of  the page numbers of  these sections shows the following distribution of  
emphasis: politics (36%), economy (15%), society (20%), and culture (29%). These sections 
form their own narrative arcs, which is very useful for readers who might be interested 
in focusing on one of  these themes. I found the sections on economy and society to be 
particularly helpful. With their focus on demographic changes and agrarian economic 

history within global economic history. Park portrays agrarian economic growth as the 

in 1678). This analysis is very much in line with the agricultural revolution thesis regarding 
the origins of  the global industrial revolution.2 The social history sections, in turn, focus on 

their “ancestral seats” (pon’gwan
how the capital chungin were able to form a closed status group by the seventeenth century 
(Chapter 7). In doing so, Park traces the spread of  continuous, reliable patrilineal genealogies 
from the aristocracy to the rest of  the population in the post-classical, early modern, and late 
modern periods. 

It should be clear by now that Park has succeeded in writing an innovative and informative 

of  the book appears to support this claim, the lack of  references presents a challenge to 

frustrated by my inability to check his sources. In the Introduction alone, I kept wondering 
what “the more traditional view” (p. 7), “a working hypothesis” (p. 12), and “some linguists” 
(p. 14) referred to. More importantly, without even a select bibliography, the readers will 

by neither period nor topic. 
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 and the 
Qing 

as it tried to sustain its precarious autonomy in dealing with the great powers at the turn of  
the twentieth century, amid unadulterated imperialist maneuvers and “diplomacy without 

 
contemporary individuals, be they of  the activities 

deathbed of  empire.” Wayne Patterson’s book 
At the Deathbed of  Empire, 1896–1904 is a superb work in this regard. Within each chapter 
and largely as a whole, it records the words and experiences of  William Franklin Sands 

 (1874-1946), nominally the highest-ranking foreigner in the government during 
the years 1900-1902, along with those of  others closely involved in Sands’ life and career 
trajectory mostly during the   period, in a sleek way and with an 
effective approach of  narrative analysis. 

In his preface Patterson informs us that he has not relied on the material in Sands’ 
autobiographic memoir Undiplomatic Memories: The Far East, 1896–1904. He gives the reason 
why the memoir, standing alone, is a conveniently ‘diplomatic’ – not ‘undiplomatic’ – account 

perspectives and biases, 
with many of  the events having been either omitted or glossed over such that there are 
noticeable discrepancies between it and the primary documentary evidence. By competently 

William Franklin Sands Papers

provides detailed accounts of  what Sands did and went through 
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